Dear all,

As many of you know, we are in the process of hiring two new professors at the IEE, one in Mathematical and Computational Ecology (short: MCE), and one in Conservation Biology (short: ConBio). Of a total of more than 200 applications for the two jobs, eight candidates for each position were invited to participate in a two-day interview in early September. They will be giving a public presentation on the first day of the interviews and be interviewed by three different groups of persons on the second day of the interview (a Faculty Committee, a Student Committee,  and an IEE Staff Committee).

This email is to:
1. Announce the timetable of the mini-symposia and to invite (and encourage!) you all to attend;
1. Ask for your participation in the interview committees and as volunteers.

Timetable of mini-symposia
Attached is the timetable of the mini-symposia on 2 and 9 September. Please sign up here before 26 August if you want to join the Apéro Riche at 18:30 after the symposia (limited spots available): 

Looking for interview committee members and volunteers 
Whereas the Faculty Committees for the two hires have long been assembled, the two additional interview groups, consisting of 1) students, and 2) IEE Staff (i.e., technicians, postdocs, profs, etc.) are not complete yet. The students organize their committee through the Fachschaft ([STUDENT COUNCIL EMAIL]) and the Science Faculty's representative of the students. I suggest that you email both if you are interested in participating in the Student Committee. If you are a staff member and would like to participate in the IEE Staff Committee, or (at any career stage) if you would like to help with less time-intensive tasks during the interviews (such as guiding candidates between rooms, picking them up from the train station, helping with campus tours, etc.), please email me as soon as possible. Note that all committee members are expected to be present for the two full days of interviews for the respective session (i.e., 2 & 3 September for MCE, 9 & 10 September for ConBio), with the agenda lasting from 8:15-17:00 each day.

Please let me know if you have any questions. In case you are unfamiliar (and curious) with how the interviews work and what to expect at the mini-symposia, I am attaching below an extract from the information we sent the candidates about the interviews.

All the best,
[Director]


—— Interview information as given to candidates —— 

Interview format
As is common in Switzerland, all candidates will be interviewed on the same two days. In our case, we will have a public symposium with all research talks on the first interview day, and interviews with different groups of university members (more about these below) on the second day. You are welcome but not obliged to attend the research talks of the other candidates.
 
Research talk
You are asked to give a public research talk of 30 minutes, including
· A short introduction to yourself and your career path
· A broad introduction to your field of research
· An overview of your past and current research topics, highlighting your main contribution to the field
· The final 5 minutes highlighting your vision for the advertised position regarding research, teaching, and promoting diversity, equity and inclusion
The talk will be followed by 10 minutes of questions from the audience. The expected audience of the research talks consists of a wide range of natural scientists at different career stages, from BSc students to professors.
 
Interviews
On the second day of your visit, you will be interviewed by three groups of persons for 45 minutes each:
· The faculty search commission, consisting of the Dean, professors representing the different fields of the Faculty of Science, as well as student and staff representatives. 
· A group of BSc, MSc, and PhD students from the Institute of Ecology and Evolution. In this part of the interviews, you will be asked to initially give a 10-minute mini-lecture on a given topic.
· A group of staff (technicians, postdocs, professors) from the Institute of Ecology and Evolution.


